OYIT ASAP

All Teams Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2009;  10a – 2p

OSU College of Social Work

1. Lisa Dickson provided an overview of the unique challenges facing youth emancipating from foster care.  Tim Conrad provided an overview of the solution-focused approach to moving towards self-sufficiency.
2. Individual teams (youth and adults) began discussing the application of the solution-focused approach to the specific needs of their youth.

3. Pilot sites were assigned the following “team colors”:

a. Blue:  ViaQuest Behavioral Health Independent Living Program

b. Green:  Starr Commonwealth MyPlace Independent Living Program

c. Red:  COHHIO Youth Empowerment Program (YEP)

d. Yellow:  Rahab’s Hideaway

4. After lunch, each group reported back to the other groups what was discussed and decided together earlier in the day.  Some of the major themes that emerged included:
a. Need for training of social workers, teachers, and other professionals on the special needs and circumstances of at-risk clients served by pilot sites

b. “Survival mode” of homeless youth
c. Challenges of engaging youth in residential treatment

d. Peer-support possibilities and leadership development opportunities for youth in transition
5. During last half-hour of meeting, while youth relaxed and socialized with one another (facilitated by Lisa Dickson), the adult supporters decided the following:
a. An adult supporters contact list would be shared for those attending the meeting.  

b. “All team” will be held quarterly and hosted by the OSU College of Social Work to update each other on lessons being learned and progress being made through the monthly group meetings towards advancing the life goals identified by the youth

c. The next quarterly meeting was scheduled for Sat., May 2nd, 9a-Noon.

d. A blog would be created to encourage and facilitate communication between ASAP participants between quarterly meetings.

6. The meeting adjourned at 2:15p.
(Prepared by Alvin Mares on 2/6/09)

